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INTUIT SUSTAINABILITY PITCH COMPETITION 
PROUDLY PRESENTED BY INTUIT INC. 
 
PITCH 

Develop a solution that assists households to become more environmentally sustainable. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Time is Now 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHGs) are reaching their highest levels on record and there is increased urgency to 
reduce their effects and stop climate change, starting with solutions right in people’s homes. The release of GHGs 
in the atmosphere have already severely impacted Canada’s environment, human health, and the economy. The 
impacts are expected to worsen unless immense efforts are taken to reduce emissions. With Canada’s recent 
federal policy changes to enable the achievement of our Paris Agreement targets (Bill C-12), and the commensurate 
action plan to get there, the timing is perfect to ask what role Canadian households can play to accelerate progress. 

Defining Households 
For the purpose of this pitch, “household” is defined broadly. A household could include roommates living together 
in an apartment, a family living together in a home, or a single person living in a condominium. 

The Paris Agreement 
• The Paris Agreement is an international treaty on climate change which was adopted by 196 parties at the 

UN Climate Change Conference in 2015. Its goal is to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.  
• Under the Paris Agreement, Canada has committed to reducing its GHG emissions by 30% by 2030. 

Canada Poor Performer 
• The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) evaluates countries performance on climate change in 57 

countries and the European Union, which collectively generate 90%+ of GHGs. It evaluates countries 
progress on implementing polices working towards achieving the Paris Agreement goals.   

• Canada was among the worst-performing countries in the 2020 CCPI. In 2021, it fell another three spots to 
almost dead last at 58 out of the 61 countries.   

• The Government of Canada’s new plan to accelerate climate action in Canada, entitled “A Healthy 
Environment and a Healthy Economy” details increasing the cost of carbon to $170/tonne by 2030. This will 
create a multitude of new incentives for low carbon solutions, including for homes and buildings. 

Canadian Households 
• According to the federal government, Canada’s homes and buildings account for 13% of Canada’s 

emissions.   
• According to Statistics Canada, the residential sector continues to be the largest energy user with around 

23.8% of total energy consumption in Canada. 
• Also according to Statistics Canada, households with higher incomes record higher emissions. British 

Columbian households produce the lowest per capita GHG emissions among provinces. 
• According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, livestock accounts for nearly 15% of 

worldwide emissions. According to The Meatless Farm, if the entire country switched a plant-based meal 
over a meat-based meal once a week, Canada could reduce annual GHG emissions by 30 million tonnes of 
C02. 

Develop a Solution 
Reaching targets set by the Paris Agreement and goals set by the Canadian federal government cannot simply 
involve policy shifts that force industries and businesses to change. Canadians themselves also have to make 
significant changes within their households to collectively become less wasteful, less polluting, and more 
sustainable. Why are British Columbian households producing lower emissions? Why do wealthier households 
produce more emissions? How can households across Canada reduce their emissions and have less negative 
impact on the environment? There is huge potential for Canadian households to do better. What solutions can you 
think of that can assist Canadian households to become more environmentally sustainable? 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://ccpi.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/reduce-emissions.html#toc0
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/reduce-emissions.html#toc0
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/190910/dq190910b-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/190910/dq190910b-eng.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/15/health/beef-lamb-diet-climate-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/15/health/beef-lamb-diet-climate-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.foodincanada.com/food-in-canada/a-study-by-the-meatless-farm-finds-majority-of-canadians-see-reducing-red-meat-as-important-143446/#:~:text=If%20the%20entire%20country%20made,use%20by%2010%20million%20hectares.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

UN Climate Change & the Paris Treaty: https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-
agreement 
 
The Climate Change Reporter Index: https://ccpi.org/ 
 
National Inventory Report 1990-2018: Greenhouse Gas Sources and Sinks in Canada. Canada’s submission to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change: 
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/eccc/En81-4-1-2018-eng.pdf 
 
Government of Canada actions to reduce emissions for homes and buildings: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/reduce-
emissions.html#toc0 
 
Government of Canada: Sustainable and efficient homes and buildings: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-action/sustainable-efficient-
homes-buildings.html 
 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: Who occupies the Sky? The Distribution of GHGs in Canada: 
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2011/11/Who%20O
ccupies%20the%20Sky.pdf 
 
Statistics Canada: Greenhouse gas emissions – a focus on Canadian households: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/16-002-x/2008004/article/10749-eng.htm 
 
Canada’s strengthened climate plan to create jobs and support people, communities and the planet: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-
overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html 
 
40 Ways to Go Greener at Home (Besides Just Recycling): https://theartofsimple.net/tips-to-go-green-at-home/ 
 
OECD Greening Household Behaviour: The Role of Public Policy: https://www.oecd.org/env/consumption-
innovation/47235947.pdf 
 
11 Painless Changes you can make for a Greener Home: https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-
living/green-home 
 
 
  

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://ccpi.org/
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/eccc/En81-4-1-2018-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/reduce-emissions.html#toc0
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/reduce-emissions.html#toc0
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-action/sustainable-efficient-homes-buildings.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-action/sustainable-efficient-homes-buildings.html
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2011/11/Who%20Occupies%20the%20Sky.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2011/11/Who%20Occupies%20the%20Sky.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/16-002-x/2008004/article/10749-eng.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html
https://theartofsimple.net/tips-to-go-green-at-home/
https://www.oecd.org/env/consumption-innovation/47235947.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/env/consumption-innovation/47235947.pdf
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/green-home
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/green-home
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PITCH JUDGING CRITERIA 

• Did the team identify a deep understanding of their target beneficiaries, and include a plan to reach them?  
o Who are your target Canadian households? (Community, Location, Demographic) 
o What channels do you intend to use to reach them? Why did you select these channels?  

• Did the team innovate through a new approach, delivery method or program?  
o Why is your idea different?  

• Did the team demonstrate an understanding of the existing resources and programming available in the 
community and how they would leverage them and/or provide a unique product or service?   

o What solutions to assist Canadian households to become more sustainable already exist? 
o How will you use these existing resources? Who will you collaborate with? 

o What is your unique value proposition?  

• Did the team demonstrate the feasibility of the project through a realistic implementation plan?  
o How do you plan to execute your idea?  
o How long until you see results? 

• Did the team clearly explain the intended impact on the target audience and a plan for measuring 
success?  

o How will your idea positively impact and empower your target audience? 

o How will you measure the impact on your audience?  
o What metrics define success?  
o How will the proposed solution be sustainable? Will it have significant opportunity to scale? 

 

MEASURABLE OUTCOMES  

Measurable outcomes related to making households more sustainable can include, but are not limited to:  

• Number of individuals/households affected by the solution 
• GHG emissions avoided (GHG emissions are often measured in carbon dioxide CO2 equivalent) 
• GHG emissions sequestered/removed from the atmosphere 
• Litres of water conserved 
• Tonnes of waste diverted 
• Dollars saved through the reduction of waste 
 
 

 


